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WHAT IS TAUGHT IN 
CLASSES IN GENERAL?
Pre-WWII period: Approach to the Muslim societies to 
establish anti-Western networks in Asia 

1973-1991: “Oil first” pro-Arab policy

1991-: side by side with the US policy in the Gulf 

2003-: Deepening Japanese Involvement in the security field 
(dispatch of SDF to Samawa)

2003-: Increase the risk of Japanese civilians in the ME 
(Japanese casualties in Iraq and Syria) 
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TRUE?
Nothing but OIL (1973-)?

Nothing but by-product of Japanese Policy to the US (1991-)?

Nothing but “lack of security” (2003-)?

Lessons learned from Relations before oil, before 
dependency on the US? 

Experience of being independent from pro-US/anti-West 
dichotomy?
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NOTHING BUT OIL (1973-)?

1973. Dec. Miki, Vice PM, visited 8 Arab countries including Iraq to 
explain Japan’s pro-Arab policy
1974: Nakasone, Minister of International Trade and Industry visited 
Iraq / Azzawi, Minister of Economy, visited Japan
1974: Japan and Iraq signed an agreement providing for the supply 
of Iraqi crude oil and petroleum products and the granting of Japanese 
credits to finance industrialization projects in Iraq

1975: Fertilizer Plant in
Khor al-Zubair

1977: Power Plant in Hartha
1983: 13 National Hospitals 

(Saddam Hospital)
1985: Fertilizer Plant in Baiji

Supplier of Oil? 

Good Customer of Japanese Products? 4
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IRAQ’S EXPORT (MAINLY OIL: 
JAPAN IS SECOND TO FRANCE, 
OR THIRD OR FOURTH)
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IRAQ’S IMPORT (JAPAN IS TOP OR 
SECOND TO GERMANY OR TO TURKEY)
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IRAQ AS A GOOD CUSTOMER 
OF JAPANESE PRODUCTS: 
EVEN BEFORE WWII

1933 Iraq Imports 
Military Goods

1934 Iraq 
imports 
Cements

1934 Yamashita Kisen 
(current Mitsui) opened 
maritime route to Iraq

1935 increase of Iraqi 
import Cotton textiles; 
need to solve trade deficit 

7
DIPLOMACY COMES AFTER 
FLOURISHING ECONOMIC EXCHANGE

1934 “MOFA is 
eager to launch on 
new projects in the 
critical period: incl. 
opening Legation in 

Iraq”

1939  Legation of 
Japan in Iraq is open 

now
(Left: “Anti-UK 

protests expanding 
among Muslims in 

North China”)
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… THEN STRATEGIC EXPANSION OF 
AIR ROUTES

1937 First 
spy flight of 
Japan 
Imperial Army 
from Tokyo to 
London, via 
Basra and 
Baghdad 
(built by 
Mitsubishi HI; 
used also as 
a private 
aircraft  by 
Asahi 
Newspaper) 9

… REFLECTED JAPAN-UK/US CONFLICT
1921. Feb. First newspaper 
article on Iraq 
(Mesopotamia): “League of 
Nation (led by US) against 
Mandates of UK (Iraq etc.) 
and Japan (Yap islands) 

1941. Nov. (after pro-
UK monarchy was 
recovered/ UK 
sanction against 
Japan): Iraq broke the 
diplomatic relation 
with Japan 

1941. Nov. : 
Japanese who 
evacuated “from Iraq, 
Iran, Egypt, East 
Africa and Myanmar”,
arrived at Philippine: 10
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LOVE CALLS BETWEEN IMPERIAL JAPAN 
AND ANTI-UK GAYLANI REGIME (1941)

1941. Jun. Interview 
with Iraqi min. of 
Culture in Ankara: “We 
aim to be like Japan to 
establish an 
independent state” 

1941. Nov. Kumabe, First minister of Japan 
in Iraq regrets : “Iraq may be pro-Japan 
again sometime in the future”
(left: “Iraqi breakoff of the relation with Japan 
is based on a guise that insists Japan 
supported Gaylani regime against UK”) 

11
UNLUCKY JAPAN

Japan Approaches Iraq Situation in Iraq

1957.
11

Crown Prince Abd Illa was invited to 
Japan

1958. 7 Revolution: Royal family were 
executed including Abd Illa 

1959 Japan planed to invite Abd al-Karim 
Qasim to Japan

1960 Embassy of Japan was opened
1961 Iraq offers oil sales to Japanese 

company No response from 
Japan

1963 Coup; Qasim assassinated

1964 Iraq-Japan Trade Agreement
1967 JETRO “Iraq Fair”: encourage Dates 

import/ Interview with President Abdul 
Rahman Aref

1968 Coup; Ba’thi regime started
1972, 
73

Iraq offer oil sales to Japan Oil 
Boom 12
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JAPAN EVACUATES FROM IRAQ
1941 Japanese evacuation from West Asia UK  froze Japanese assets
1976 Explosion in Baghdad Int’l Airport: 3 

from Japanese academism injured
1980 Preparation of evacuation of 

Japanese businessmen in Iraq 
Iraq-Iran War

1984 Evacuation of some Japanese 
engineers and workers from Basra

Iran bombed Basra

1985 Embassy advised Japanese to 
evacuate

Abduction of two Japanese 
engineers in Kurdistan  (for 5 
months)

1990 214 Japanese kept in Iraq as 
“guestage” released later

Iraq invasion of Kuwait

91-03 No activities inside Iraq UN economic sanction
2003. 2 diplomats killed in Tikrit
2004 5 Japanese abducted in Falluja 

(released) all media and 
businessmen evacuated

SDF in Samawa

04-05 4 Japanese killed (Haifa St., 
Mahmudiya, Falluja) 13

INCREASE AND DECREASE OF 
JAPANESE LIVING IN THE ME
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CHANGE IN MEDIA COVERAGE: FROM 80S 
TO POST-2003

1985: two engineers abducted by 
Kurds for 4 months (small article in the 
last page of the newspaper)

2004.Apr. Three volunteers 
abducted in Falluja for a week (Top 
news using whole front page of the 
newspaper), accusing them for 
going to Iraq
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ACADEMICS WERE ACTIVE

1957: excavation team visited Iraq 

1975: Paper written by Dr. Samarrai, studied 
in Japan with Japanese scholarship 
published in Japanese Top Journal of Cancer 
Research (GANN)

16


