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HISTORY OF IRAQ-JAPAN
RELATION: ECONOMY IN
MUTUAL LOVE, POLITICS
IN ONE-SIDE LOVE

KEIKO SAKAI
CHIBA UNIVERSITY

WHAT IS TAUGHT IN
CLASSES IN GENERAL?

Pre-WWII period: Approach to the Muslim societies to
establish anti-Western networks in Asia

1973-1991: “Oil first” pro-Arab policy
1991-: side by side with the US policy in the Gulf

2003-: Deepening Japanese Involvement in the security field
(dispatch of SDF to Samawa)

2003-: Increase the risk of Japanese civilians in the ME
(Japanese casualties in Iraq and Syria)




TRUE?

Nothing but OIL (1973-)?
Nothing but by-product of Japanese Policy to the US (1991-)?
Nothing but “lack of security” (2003-)?

Lessons learned from Relations before oil, before
dependency on the US?

Experience of being independent from pro-US/anti-West
dichotomy?

NOTHING BUT OIL (1973-)?

1973. Dec. Miki, Vice PM, visited 8 Arab countries including Iraq to
explain Japan’s pro-Arab policy

1974: Nakasone, Minister of International Trade and Industry visited
Iraq / Azzawi, Minister of Economy, visited Japan

1974: Japan and Iraq signed an agreement providing for the supply
of Iraqi crude oil and petroleum products and the granting of Japanese
credits to finance industrialization projects in Iraq

2>1975: Fertilizer Plant in
Khor al-Zubair

2>1977: Power Plant in Hartha
->1983: 13 National Hospitals
(Saddam Hospital)

->1985: Fertilizer Plant in Baiji
Supplier of Oil?

Good Customer of Japanese Products?
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IRAQ’S EXPORT (MAINLY OIL:
JAPAN IS SECOND TO FRANCE,
OR THIRD OR FOURTH)
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IRAQ’S IMPORT (JAPAN IS TOP OR
SECOND TO GERMANY OR TO TURKEY)
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Source: Kelko Sakal, “Japan-iraq Relations: The Perception Gap and ifs Influence on Diplomatic Politics,”

Arab Studies Quarterly, Vol.23; Ne 4 (Fall 2001), p.125.
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... THEN STRATEGIC EXPANSION OF

AIR ROUTES

1937 First

o o
2]

5 Eog Is L %
- <3>3 T o _ o o
E ¥R >02Q2 @
o, fR§ T oo TTE._a
Eg0 -, 80> 2FEQ
V..D.D.mnsg.w.mwem.caw
QSO0 EQO0OX®T = =00
oo EEInonE8E=SSoo<Z

)

H(=)

ALk ]

HAARE

Yo7 X0 i

M#F B O W 5 b 8)

= F A g -

YA

WK

=

e

Bo RS m

BT OE S o1 Ko 2 LS RIERERES BN B s
HEEERERHOVSEE U0 PG D — ¢ e R S MmK s 14
Dy kamrnu e ,Wﬁt.ﬁm 4 | ESETHDR D4 0 SRS KRS HE,
TR h RS g ;m,nﬁrhicf
.Ea(ﬂut?%ﬂ%m‘ﬂb

SRR D AN ) QR ,FW‘D\IL* & ...,./\nniﬂ;\wﬂx
HINOOW” HEEMROT L [SH] SR U CRRHEAENYL U120 6 Y

EHEQRW | S
BN N e X R
S | =g

X XNERSOEHER] (2R 55 1 BRI S LR QTR EE
REEELEE) | AU
(KNGS eE] [E 2
EEEEN R ) eSO

nEELEEN LS EREEL T

- EELSI-EE S (@

N i-EER - | &)k (mE

%Wfﬁﬁﬁt WSMES [T k| Q% kﬁk@ﬂﬁlﬁﬁ
.si,a VIS SRKIRER L O RDmE MR (MU A O

VR IEHOK

... REFLECTED JAPAN-UK/US CONFLICT

1921. Feb. First newspaper

article on Iraq
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(Mesopotamia): “League of
Nation (led by US) against
Mandates of UK (Iraq etc.)
and Japan (Yap islands)

1941-Nov.~(after pro=
UK monarchy was

recovered/ UK
sanction against
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Japan): Iraq broke the
diplomatic relation

with-dapan
arrived at Philippine:

1941. Now. :
Japanese who
evacuated “from Iraq,
Iran, Egypt, East
Africa and Myanmar”,
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LOVE CALLS BETWEEN IMPERIAL JAPAN
AND ANTI-UK GAYLANI REGIME (1941)

1941. Nov. Kumabe, First minister of Japan
in Iraq regrets : “Iraq may be pro-Japan
again sometime in the future”

(left: “Iraqi breakoff of the relation with Japan
is based on a guise that insists Japan
supported Gaylani regime against UK”)
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1941. Jun. Interview

with Iragi min. of
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Culture in Ankara: “We
aim to be like Japan to
establish an
independent state”
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UNLUCKY JAPAN

- Japan Approaches Iraq Situation in Iraq

1957. Crown Prince Abd llla was invited to
11 Japan
1958.7
1959 Japan planed to invite Abd al-Karim
Qasim to Japan
1960 Embassy of Japan was opened
1961 Iraq offers oil sales to Japanese
company—> No response from
Japan
1963
1964 Irag-Japan Trade Agreement
1967 JETRO “Iraq Fair’: encourage Dates
import/ Interview with President Abdul
Rahman Aref
1968
1972, Iraq offer oil sales to Japan 2> Oil
73 Boom

Revolution: Royal family were
executed including Abd llla

Coup; Qasim assassinated

Coup; Ba’thi regime started

12
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JAPAN EVACUATES FROM IRAQ

1941 Japanese evacuation from WestAsia <UK froze Japanese assets

1976 Explosion in Baghdad Int’l Airport: 3
from Japanese academism injured
1980 Preparation of evacuation of <lrag-Iran War
Japanese businessmen in Iraq
1984 Evacuation of some Japanese < Iran bombed Basra

engineers and workers from Basra
1985 Embassy advised Japanese to

evacuate
Abduction of two Japanese
engineers in Kurdistan (for 5
months)
1990 214 Japanese keptin Iraq as < Iraq invasion of Kuwait
“guestage” >released later
91-03 No activities inside Iraq < UN economic sanction
2003. 2 diplomats killed in Tikrit
2004 5 Japanese abducted in Falluja < SDF in Samawa
(released)—>all media and
businessmen evacuated
04-05 4 Japanese killed (Haifa St.,
Mahmudiya, Falluja) -

INCREASE AND DECREASE OF
~JAPANESE LIVING IN THE ME
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CHANGE IN MEDIA COVERAGE: FROM 80S

TO POST-2003

SSTISINE 1.0 B
N QIR

1985: two engineers abducted by
Kurds for 4 months (small article in the
last page of the newspaper)

B | AR |

2004.Apr. Three volunteers
abducted in Falluja for a week (Top
news using whole front page of the
newspaper), accusing them for
going to Iraq
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ACADEMICS WERE ACTIVE

1975: Paper written by Dr. Samarrai, studied
in Japan with Japanese scholarship
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1957: excavation team visited Iraq

2 WIS

published in Japanese Top Journal of Cancer
Research (GANN)

[Gans, 6, 663~672; December, 1975]

ELECTRON MICROSCOPIC STUDY ON THE RESPONSE OF THE NORMAL
CANINE BRAIN TO BORON-NEUTRON CAPTURE THERAPY**

The respons
therapy by th

h (No. 887079) from the Minisry
73 (e

3 (175 ).
dad, Baghdad, Trag.

66(6) 1975

2019/9/27



