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Today’s Presentation

1. The Japanese who Visited Iraq before 
WW2

2. Japan’s Commercial Presence in Iraq
3. Japan’s Negotiations with Iraq on Oil 

Concession
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Early Japanese Visitors to Iraq

1620?: Petro Kasui KIBE (?), Jesuit Priest
1880: YOSHIDA Masaharu, Diplomat
1896: FUKUSHIMA Yasuharu, Military (Intelligence) Officer
1923: NUITA Eishiro, Diplomat
1924: SHIGA Shigetaka, Geographer
1924: KANEHARA Nobuyasu, Geologist
1929: KATO Toranasuke, Businessman
1930?: KASAMA Akio, Diplomat
1934: ASHIKAGA Atsuuji, Professor
1937: Kamikaze (Asahi Shimbun Newspaper)
1941: ISODA Yoko, Painter
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First Japanese who visited Iraq?

• Petro Kasui KIBE ペトロ岐部?
– Born in 1587
– A Japanese Christian and a Jesuit 

priest
– Visited Jerusalem and then Rome 

from Goa, India in the early 17th

century.
– Didn’t get round the Cape of Good 

Hope
• Through the Strait of Hormuz and Iraq?

– After returning to Japan, he was 
tortured to death by the Japanese 
authorities in 1639.
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Yoshida Mission

• YOSHIDA Masaharu 吉田正
春 and YOKOYAMA 
Magoichiro 横山孫一郎
visited Iraq in 1880 with 
an Indian interpreter, 
Ramchandra.
– Yoshida Mission was sent 

by the Foreign Ministry for 
investigating the political 
and economic situations 
of the Persian and 
Ottoman Empires.

– Yoshida was a diplomat 
and Yokoyama a 
businessman.
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FUKUSHIMA Yasumasa
• Fukushima Yasumasa 福島安正was 

born in Nagano in 1852 and joined 
the Army (General.)

• A Ride to Siberia (1892)
• Travels in Africa and the Middle East 

(1895) (Egypt, Turkey and Lebanon
• A Travel in India (1895)
• A Travel in Persia (1896)
• A Travel in Turkish Arabia (1896)

– From Persia to Turkish Arabia
• Tehran Hamadan Kermansha, 
• Baghdad, Basra, Bu Shahr
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Japanese Matches

• I found Japanese matches in many 
shops (in Basra.)  I have seen Japanese 
matches in India, Afghanistan, Persia 
and Turkey.  However, I have heard 
their bad reputations everywhere.  I 
grieve dishonest merchants profiteer 
regardless of future interests.

In 1893, when N.Y.K. started its Bombay Route, 
Japan started to export matches to India directly.
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NUITA Eishiro

• NUITA was a career diplomat.
• Foreign Ministry sent a team led by NUITA to 

Persia in 1923, when he was Council General in 
Kolkata.

• The purpose of the team was to do research on 
Iranian affairs for establishing official relations 
with Iran.

• Arrived at Basra on November 1923.
• Moved to Baghdad by train.
• From Baghdad, the team moved to Khanaqin by 

train, crossed the border and then got to Tehran 
by car.

• Returned to Baghdad and sent some members to 
Mosul for doing research there.

• Observation Report on Persia and Mesopotamia
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NUITA’s analysis on Iraq
• Baghdad is an important point in the transportation in 

Iraq and surrounding area, connecting Syria, Iran, and 
the Gulf.

• Oil fields around Mosul
• Interested in railway networks connecting the region.
• Iraq exports dates filled in boxes made in Sweden.

– Japan can export cheaper wooden boxes to Iraq in
exchange for Swedish boxes.

– Japan also can export cotton fabrics used for Kufiya and 
can compete with much more expensive British fabrics.

– Japan’s Asahi Beer has been very popular in Iraq, 
especially among British soldiers.
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SHIGA Shigetaka (Juko)志賀重昂

• Born in 1863 and died in 1927.

• Geographer, Professor of Waseda
University, Parliamentarian

• Visited Iraq in 1924.
– Published a book, Unknown 

Countries, in 1926.

– Baluchestan, Oman, Southern Persia, 
Kuwait and Muhammara

– Then, Basra, Baghdad and Damascus.
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SHIGA’s concerns in Iraq

• Iraq is “Kawanakajima 川中島” in the 
World and “Sekigahara 関ケ原” in the 
World
– “Kawanakajima” means “island between two 

rivers” in Japanese and a famous ancient 
battlefield in the 16th century.

– “Sekigahara” is also a famous ancient 
battlefield in 1600.
• Battle of Sekigahara is known as a decisive battle 

between the West and East of Japan that preceded 
the Tokugawa Shogunate.
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Shiga’s Interest in Iraqi Oil

• Age of oil is coming.

• Japan should establish its oil policy.

• Iraq is a place of struggle for oil 
among Western powers.

• Conducted an inspection of Anglo-
Persian Oil Company’s facilities along 
with the Shatt al-‘Arab.
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KANEHARA Nobuyasu 金原信康

• Director General of the 
Geographical Survey of Japan 
(GSJ)

• Visited Iraq in 1924 or 1925
• “Travels in South Western 

Asia,” Journal of Geography
(Tokyo Geographical 
Society,) 37:1-5 (1925)
– From Bahrain, Bu Shahr, 

Kuwait, Shatt al-‘Arab, 
Muhammara, Basra and 
Baghdad
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Kanehara’s descriptions on Iraq

• Dates plantation along with Shatt al-
‘Arab

• Oil Refinery of Anglo-Persian Oil 
Company at Abbadan

• Anglo-Persian Oil’s operation center at 
Muhammara/Khorramshahr
– East side of Shatt al-‘Arab belongs to Persia 

but the area around Muhammara is under 
control of the Shaykh of Muhammara who 
governs the people and collects tax from 
them like former Daimyo (feudal lord) in 
Japan.
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KATO Toranosuke

• Born in 1884.
• A Right-hand man of 

MIKIMOTO Kokichi who is 
said to be an inventor of 
cultured pearl and a 
founder of Mikimoto Pearl.

• Opened a Mumbai branch 
of Mikimoto Pearl and 
traveled to the Gulf Region 
and Iraq in 1929 in order to 
study about pearl industry 
and market there.
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Master Mikimoto and I
(Private Edition)



KATO’s Visit to Iraq
• Arrived at Basra on December 

1929.
• He visited al-Hira, Tell al-

Uhaymir (Kish) and then 
Baghdad.

• He found Japanese Asahi Beer 
at Baghdad.
– SHIGA had already mentioned 

Asahi Beer and its salesman in 
Iraq.
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Baghdad Station

Quffa, Traditional Round 
Boat in Iraq



KASAMA Akio

17

• Born in 1885.
• Appointed as Minister 

Plenipotentiary to 
Tehran in 1928.

• Leading Expert on Islam 
and the Middle East in 
Japanese Foreign 
Ministry.

Kasama. Desert Countries



KASAMA met King Faysal

• Kasama was granted an audience with 
King Faysal of Iraq in 1930 or 31 (?)

• He met the King again in the next year 
when the latter visited Tehran.

• Baghdad was the most disappointing 
place in the world he ever visited.
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ASHIKAGA Atsuuji

• Born in 1901 as a son of 
Viscount ASHIKAGA 
Otomaru.

• Professor of Kyto University
• Japan’s Earliest Iranologist.
• From Basra, and then 

Baghdad, entered Iran via 
Khanaqin in September,1934.
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KAMIKAZE-Go’s Visit
• Asahi Shimbun 

Newspaper dispatched the 
first Japanese-built 
airplane called “Kamikaze-
Go” to Europe and 
Kamikaze-Go arrived at 
Basra and Baghdad on 
April 1937.

• Asahi Shimbun published 
special featured articles 
on Iraq in 1938.
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ISODA Yoko

• Born in 1906
• Learned Western style 

paintings in Japan.
• Became famous as military 

painter
• Visited Baghdad in 1941 but 

soon moved to Tehran after 
spending a few days in Iraq.

• Wrote essays about Baghdad
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A Baghdad Sketch
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Japanese Legation in Baghdad
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Banks of the Tigris River, Baghdad
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Cinema in Baghdad
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Japan’s Commercial Interests in Iraq

• Confidential Report on 
Economic Situation in Persia 
and Iraq, made by Trade 
Department of Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in 1926.
– Providing important points in

trade with Persia and Iraq in 
detail.
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Japan’s Economic Presence in Iraq

• British dominance of trade in Iraq
– British share of Iraq’s total imports averaged 

between 45% and 50% with Indian share of 25% 
before WWI.

– British share was declining during the 1920th, 
mainly due to the harsh foreign competition

• Japan started to export its products to Iraq at the end 
of the 1920th, though some goods like matches had 
been exported to Iraq via India in the late19th century.

• Biggest rival in Iraqi markets was Japan in the 1930s.
– Japan’s percentage of total imports of Iraq in 1930-31 was 

1.83% but after a few years it grew to more than 20% in 
1934-35. 

– Japanese textile had captured about 75% of the market by 
1935.

• In 1933, Japanese shipping lines began calling at Basra.
28Japan-British trade rivalry in Iraq was thoroughly studied by Hiroshi SHIMIZU and 

Joseph Sasson



Iraqi Imports by Country of Origin (%)

UK Japan India US Germany Italy Iran Syria

1932 34.9 6.8 12.4 5.2 3.8 3.7 7.2 2.5
1933 33.6 11.7 8.9 7.2 2.6 3.0 7.3 2.4
1934 25.1 20.9 6.6 6.4 5.2 2.1 8.5 2.3
1935 28.6 20.8 6.6 6.3 5.2 1.8 9.1 1.8
1936 31.7 18.8 6.8 6.4 6.5 0.6 5.7 1.6
1937 29.5 18.3 6.9 7.6 6.6 2.7 4.0 1.7
1938 30.1 14.8 6.5 9.1 7.4 4.1 4.2 1.8
1939 23.5 18.7 7.2 7.2 6.4 3.8 5.0 1.9
1940 21.4 20.3 11.9 11.9 0.3 1.7 4.6 2.4
1941 20.0 15.6 19.4 14.3 0.1 0.3 6.4 2.1
1942 12.0 4.3 51.5 11.5 0.0 0.1 7.8 1.4
1943 10.9 0.0 55.9 6.2 0.0 0.4 6.5 7.0

Sasson, 193 29
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Japan’s Oil Negotiations with Iraq

• Japan believed that it had the same rights with the US in oil 
concessions of Iraq as one of the victorious nations of WW1.
– It is good for Japan that victorious nations would recognize 

Japan’s right of equal opportunity in oil concessions in Mosul, 
Iraq.  The Imperial Government asks a plenipotentiary to get 
British recognition of Japan’s right without any troubles. 
(1923)

• Oil was discovered in Iraq in 1927.
• Japan started to invade Manchuria in 1931.

– New Energy Policy was desperately needed.
• In 1933, Japan started to examine the purchase of an oil 

concession in Iraq proposed by the British Oil Development 
Company (BODC.)
– However, Japan was not serious enough for acquiring the 

concession.  The negotiations were fizzled out soon.
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Japan’s Oil Imports from the Gulf

• 1921 Iran, first from the Middle East

• 1934 Bahrain, first from the Arab Gulf 
States

• 1935 Iraq, first from Iraq

• 1939 Saudi Arabia, first from Saudi 
Arabia
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Iraqi Exports to Japan

Year Export value (ID) Export to Japan/Total Export

1933-34 6,377 0.22%
1934-35 6,871 0.17%
1935-36 3,424 0.09%
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Report of Research Group on Foreign Affairs, 1937 (in Japanese)



Iraqi Frustration of Trade with Japan

• Japan didn’t buy anything from Iraq.
– Iraq wanted to export its main products, 

dates, and etc. to Japan, but…

• British pressure on Iraq to introduce a 
measure to restrict Japanese exports 
to Iraq for obstructing its rival.
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Trade Frictions between Japan and Iraq
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Asahi Shimbun, March 3, 1935

Asahi Shimbun, March 15, 1934

There are movements against 
Japanese goods in Iraq

Japan Protests to Iraq against its 
hostile tariffs to Japanese goods

Negotiations of 
establishing legation in 
Iraq will start soon

Asahi Shimbun, April 
30, 1935



Economic Sanction against Japan

• Iraqi Government imposed an 
economic sanction on Japan.
– Japan had to take Iraqi produce to the 

extent of 15% by value of Japanese 
exports to Iraq in 1934, which was 
increased to 35% in 1938.
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Iraq’s Main Exports to Japan (1937, Iraqi Dinar) 
• Dates 29
• Grains 121,197
• Wool 22,419
• Cotton 129,033
• Leathers 700
• Flax 30,047
• Licorice 75
• Butter Oil 3

Rapid Expansion of 
Japan’s Imports from Iraq

Report of Research 
Group on Foreign 
Affairs, 1937 (in 
Japanese)



Establishment of Legation in Baghdad

Announcement of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs No.84

Imperial Legation of Japan was established and 
opened in Baghdad, Iraq on November 30, 1939.

December 16, 1939
NOMURA Kichisaburo, Minister of Foreign Affairs
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Japan tried to play a political role in Iraqi 
politics, supporting anti-British politicians.

KUMABE Taneki was appointed as first Minister Plenipotentiary.



Asahi Shimbun, Nov.19, 1941

Iraq Declared War

• Iraq severed diplomatic relations with 
Japan and declared war against Japan 
on January 16, 1942.
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Iraq broke off diplomatic 
relations with Japan! 
What a joke!

Someday, Iraq will be 
pro-Japanese again.



Iraqis in Japan
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Iraqis in Japan

• All the Iraqis were living in Hyogo Prefecture 
during this period.

• They were working in private companies or shops 
or working as traders.
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The Number of Iraqi Residents in Japan is around 250 in 2017.


