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Statement by the Embassy of Japan on the Ceremony

for

the Commencement of Garraf Crude Oil Production

The Official Launch of

Garraf Flrst Oil

(Copyright reserved to Nassiryah News Network.)  Japanese Charge d’Affaires ad interim in Iraq ,
Mr. Nagaoka on the Ceremony Stage with Prime Minister H.E Mr.
Japanese Charge d”Affaires ad interim in Irag, Al-Maliki, Deputy Prime Minister H.E. Dr. Al-Shahristani, Thi
m: ﬁi?\izlﬁi?hakmg hands with Prime Minister H.E. Qar Governor Mr. Al-Nasiry, JAPEX CEO Mr. Watanabe ,
' ' Petronas Development CEO Mr. Datuk Taib

Statement by the Embassy of Japan on the Ceremony

for
the Commencement of Garraf Crude Qil Production

1. Embassy of Japan in Baghdad participated in the Launching Ceremony of the Garraf Qil Field in Thi
Qar Province, where a Japanese company JAPEX is engaged in the development of the oil field.

2. Mr. Kansuke Nagaoka, Japanese Charge d’Affaires ad interim in Iraq, headed the Embassy’s
delegation to the ceremony, where he had the pleasure of meeting H.E. Mr. Nouri Al-Maliki, Prime
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Minister of Irag; H.E. Dr. Hussein Al-Shahristani, Deputy Prime Minister for Energy Affairs; H.E. Mr.
Abdul Kareem Luaibi, Minister of Oil; Mr. Yahya Al-Nasiry, Governor of Thi Qar Province; and other
Iraqi officials.

3. The Embassy of Japan is pleased to have had the opportunity to join this important ceremony and

congratulates the people and government of Iraq for the commencement of oil production.
e The Garraf oil field development is one of the first oil and gas projects that Japanese companies have
been involved in Iraq since 2003, and therefore many Japanese businessmen are keen to see successful
outcome in this project. Thanks to the valuable support extended by the Government of Irag, JAPEX
has been able to show a remarkable example in executing projects in Iraq.

4. The Embassy would like to reiterate the Government of Japan’s commitment in assisting Iraq to
reconstruct and renew its infrastructure. For the last ten (10) years since the fall of former regime,
Japan’s economic assistance has reached more than five (5) billion US dollars, including nineteen (19)
large scale projects supported with concessional loans, together with approximately 5,500 Iraqi experts
trained in Japan and elsewhere.

5. The Embassy hopes the two nations maintain bilateral cooperation in the energy sector, as well as

other sectors, and that Iraq would play its role in the stability of the global oil market.
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