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Celebration of HM Emperor’s Birthday at the Embassy of Japan

1. On November 20, H.E. Mr. Masato Takaoka, Ambassador of Japan to Irag hosted the
National day reception to celebrate HM Emperor’s Birthday. Many guests attended
the reception, H.E. Mr. Nasir Al-Ani, Chief of Secretariat of the Diwan of the
Presidency Council was the guest of honor. The reception was attended by many
dignitaries, including Dr. Safaa Din Al Safi, Minister of State for Parliament Affairs, Dr.
Sami Al-Araji, Head of National Investment Committees Dr. Hamid Al-Khalaf, Chief of
Staff, Prime Minister Office, Mr. Thamir Ghadhban, Chairman of the Advisory
Commission and Heads of the Committees of Council of representatives, prominent
figures and large number of foreign diplomats were also present.

2. H.E. Mr. Masato Takaoka and H.E Mr. Nasir Al-Ani made remarks on this occasion.
Ambassador Takaoka pointed out in his speech the similarity of Irag and Japan,
mentioning that both countries compete in the Asia Group to qualify for the World
Cup, and that both countries had long national histories with rich cultures. He
stressed that Japan has worked closely with Iraq in its reconstruction process, and
will continue to further promote its friendship with Irag. To his part, Mr. Al-Ani
stressed the importance of mutual understanding between Japan and Iraq and
expressed his hope to promote bilateral relations between the two countries.
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