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The Japan Day at Baghdad International Fair

1. On November 2, the Embassy of Japan in Irag organized “the Japan Day” at 39™
Baghdad International Fair (BIF) 2012, taking the opportunity of the dispatching
Japanese Business Mission to BIF participating of Japan Pavilion in BIF with large.

2. H.E. Mr. Masato Takaoka, newly appointed Ambassador of Japan to Iraq, and Dr.
Sami Al-Araji, Chairman of the National Investment Commission made opening
remarks of “the Japan Day”. Ambassador Takaoka pointed out in his speech the
similarity of Irag and Japan, mentioning that both people are proud of long history
and cultural heritage, and both countries had experienced destruction of war. He
reaffirmed that Japan would offer its strong support for people of Irag to move
forward further. On the other side, Dr. Al-Araji stressed the importance of mutual
understanding between Japan and Irag and expressed his hope to promote cultural
exchange between the two countries in addition to strengthening economic
relationship.

3. “The Japan Day” included some cultural events for experiencing the Japanese
culture such as trial fitting of “Kimono” (Japanese traditional clothes), making
“Origami”(Japanese traditional paper art) and trying “Shodo”(Japanese traditional
calligraphy art) in addition to screening the Japanese Film “Shodo Girls”, a comedy
drama of three high school girls who revived the depression-battered town by
organizing a performance calligraphy competition.

4. Many visitors expressed their appreciation to the Government of Japan for its
initiative to promote cultural exchange. They enjoyed typical Japanese culture such
as wearing kimono, making origami and writing Japanese words using a brush, and
they also showed their hopes to further strengthening the cooperation between
two countries in the cultural field.

5. The Embassy of Japan believes that the Japan Day offered a great opportunity for
Iragi people to experience Japanese culture and to promote mutual understanding
between Japan and Iraq.
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