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More Progress, Reinforced Capability to Expedite Implementation of the Projects

Seventh Monitoring Committee meeting
on Japanese Official Development Assistance

On February 25, the Embassy of Japan, Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)
and Government of Iraq held the Seventh Monitoring Committee quarterly meeting on
Japanese Official Development Assistance (ODA) projects, the first one this year. The
Committee was co-chaired by H.E. Dr. Thamir Abbas Ghadhban, Chairman of the
Advisory Committee of the Prime Minister, and Mr. Akira Endo, Minister-Counselor of
the Embassy. UNDP, being the JICA’s partner for monitoring the transparent and
efficient use of fund, also participated in the Committee. Attendees from the Iraqi side
at the Meeting included relevant high officials and project-management officials from
the Ministries of Electricity, Foreign affairs, Oil, Transportation, Water Resources,
Construction and Housing, Industry and Mineral Resources, Municipalities and Public
Works, Mayoralty of Baghdad, and Kurdistan Regional Government participated.

At the Meeting, the participants reviewed the progress made so far, the current status
and the challenges of the 15 projects financed by Japanese ODA Loans the technical
cooperation programs supported by JICA and discussed the ways to further accelerate
the effective implementation of the projects.

The Japanese side reported that it has already decided to implement 15 projects,
including 3 projects the Exchange of Notes of which were just recently signed by the
Minister of Finance of Iraqg, H.E. Mr. Bager Jabr and the Ambassador of Japan, H.E. Mr.
Shoji Ogawa and that the total amount of the commitment of the yen Loans for those
15 projects reached the total of 3.28 billion dollars. The Japanese side also reported that
design/supervision consultants employed for the projects are providing great support to
the said ministries to expedite the implementation process of the projects.
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The Iraqi side explained the progress and the challenges of the projects. It is worth
mentioning that representatives of the Kurdistan Regional Government and Ministry of
Transport reported that their projects (Electricity Sector Reconstruction Project in
Kurdistan Region and Port Sector Rehabilitation Project in Umm Qasr, respectively)
successfully reached to the stage of supply of goods and services.

JICA acknowledged the acceleration of implementation of the projects through the
accumulation of skills and experience within the relevant ministries on transparent and
efficient selection of consultant firms or suppliers.

Both sides shared the need to further make efforts to accelerate the implementation of
the projects building upon the progress and achievements made so far. They also
shared the importance to continue this quarterly Committee meeting, as an established
bilateral mechanism.

The Government of Japan, JICA and various Japanese companies has been actively
assisting Iraq in reconstruction. Up to date, grant-aid programs of worth $ 1.7 billion
have been completed, and now JICA and various ministries are executing 15
infrastructure projects in the areas of electricity, oil, water and sanitation, irrigation,
transportation, and industry utilizing Japanese ODA Loans.

The Monitoring Committee meeting on Japanese ODA has been held since July 2008 to
(1) monitor the progress and challenges of the projects financed by Japanese ODA Loans
and propose ideas for effective implementation, and (2) monitor the progress of
technical cooperation programs.

The Embassy of Japan hopes that Japan’s financial and technical cooperation continue
to contribute to further reconstruction and economic development of Iraq, as well as to
strengthen the excellent and friendly ties between the two countries.

(END)
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