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Remarks by H.E. Mr. Seiji Maehara, Foreign Minister of Japan

On electing new speaker for the Council, new President and appointment of Prime
Minister- designate of Iraq

At press conference at Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Tokyo on Nov. 12, 2010

On November 11", the Council of Representatives of Irag resumed its session, and H.E.
Mr. Osama Al Najafi, Member of the Council, was elected to the Speaker of the Council,
then H.E. Mr. Jalal Talabani, President of the Republic of Irag was re-elected as
President. President Talabani appointed H.E. Mr. Nuri Maliki as the Prime Minister-
designate, and charged him with the formation of the Council of Ministers.

Japan welcomes these movements as a significant development in the process of
forming a new Iraqi government. | expect that the formation of a new Cabinet will be
completed soon, and that a stable new government will be launched.
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