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Another Big Step Forward for Umm Qasr Port: Dredging Work Starts
under Japanese Official Development Assistance (ODA) to Iraq

On January 28, 2010, a Japanese Official Development Assistance (ODA) to Irag made
another step forward by signing on dredging work contract for Umm Qasr Port as a part
of “Port Sector Rehabilitation Project”.

With the attendance of H.E. Mr. Amer Abdeljabbar Ismail, Minister of Transportation, a
contract of approximately 52 million Euro for sea bottom dredging of 5.4 million cubic
meters, was signed on January 28 in Umm Qasr between Mr. Salah Khudair Abood,
Director General of the General Company for Port of Iraq (GCPI) and Jan de Nul N.V. of
Belgium, an internationally well-known dredging company. Jan de Nul N.V. is expected
to restore the original depth of waterway and port to 12.5m within approximately a
year, after the contract is examined and endorsed by Japan International Cooperation
Agency (JICA), which provides the loan for the Project.

It is expected that the dredging work will enable large vessels to enter into port without
being affected by the level of tide.

The Embassy of Japan would like to express its appreciation to the leadership taken by
H.E. Minister of Transportation, as well as to endeavors made by the relevant project-
management officers at GCPIl. Recently, progress of many projects financed by JICA has
been accelerated due to the accumulation of knowledge and experience of project-
implementing ministries, as well as JICA’s establishment of representative office in
February 2009.
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The “Port Sector Rehabilitation Project” aims to boost Iragi economy by comprehensive
restoration of Umm Qasr Port’s handling capacity by dredging, wreck-removal, supply of
vessels and ground handling equipments, and other civil works. The Government of
Japan agreed to provide the ODA Loan of approximately 30 billion Japanese Yen
(approximately 340 million dollars) in January 2007 to the Project a part of USD 3.5
billion loan package for reconstruction of Iraq, after which JICA has been co-working
with the Government of Iraqg to expedite the legal processes required for the loan as
well as the transparent and efficient bidding processes according to global standard.

The project adds another reconstruction achievement of Umm Qasr Port on top of all
effort made by Government of Iraq and international community.

The Embassy of Japan hopes that the Project will contribute to further reconstruction
and economic development of Iraq, as well as to strengthen the excellent and friendly
ties between the two countries.

(END)
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