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Reunion for JICA Seminars for Diplomats and Government Officials
Alumni demonstrated seminar accomplishments

On September 16, 2010, the Embassy of Japan, in cooperation with Japan
International Cooperation Agency (JICA) Iraq Office, hosted the Reunion the alumni of
JICA Seminars for Diplomats and Government Officials at the Embassy. The aim of the
Reunion was to renew the friendship and to obtain concrete feedbacks from the
alumni that could be reflected into similar seminars in the future.

The Seminars held in years from 2004 to 2010 were designed to provide skills and
analytics for government officials of a democratic state, as well as provide insights of
Japan’s modern history and diplomatic effort. The alumni belong to core
governmental institutions such as the lIraqi Presidency, Prime Minister’s Office,
General Secretariat of the Council of Ministers, Council of Representatives Secretariat
and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Among 79 alumni, more than 20 attended the
Reunion.

In the welcoming remarks, Ambassador Shoji Ogawa referred to Japan’s long
friendship with Iraq, and the post-war reconstruction experience that the two
countries share. He expressed the expectation on “noblesse oblige” in their work for
development of the democracy and reconstruction effort in Iraq, and hoped that the
alumni continue to play important roles in bilateral relationship between the two
countries.

Mr. Masaaki Matsushima, Chief Representative of JICA Irag Office made a
presentation on JICA’s assistance to Iraq. He stressed the three main objectives of
JICA’s technical assistance; namely (1) direct technical transfer to seminar participants,
(2) spread effect to surrounding officials of the seminar participants, and (3)
promoting mutual understandings between the two countries.

During the session on the feedback by the alumni, officials from the Prime Minister’s
Office, Iraqgi Presidency and the Secretariat of the Council of Representative explained
about the benefit of practical knowledge for government officials that they gained
through the Seminars. During the Seminars, Japan’s successful post-war
reconstruction with scarce natural resources attracted both their attention and
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interest, and they defined the common keys between Iraq and Japan for
reconstruction and development are human resources and work ethics. They all
touched upon their respect to Japan on harmony between economic development
and traditional value and culture. One of them referred to Japanese people’s attempt
to convince others to make changes in society, rather than to force, as a unique
character.

As Japan trusts the potential of Iragi human resources, JICA invited more than 3900
Iragis up to present to various seminars and courses, in addition to 5.2 billion dollars
of financial assistance to various reconstruction projects in Iragq, The Government of
Japan and JICA will continue to provide such technical assistance, and sincerely hope
that all seminar participants would continue to strengthen the ties between the two
countries.

(END)
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