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Media Seminar by Nippon Hoso Kyokai (NHK) at Baghdad University

1. On May 13, the Embassy of Japan in Irag and Baghdad University co-organized a
seminar on “Roles and institutions of Japanese media” at the Media College of
Baghdad University, in cooperation with Nippon Hoso Kyokai (NHK: Japan
Broadcasting Cooperation). More than 100 people including professors, teachers
and students of Baghdad University attended the seminar.

2. In the seminar, Dean of Media College of Baghdad University, Dr. Abdul Salam, and
Ambassador of Japan to the Republic of Iraq, Mr. Shoji Ogawa, made opening
remarks and, then, Mr. Yujiro Futori, Bereau Chief of the NHK Baghdad Branch
Office, delivered a presentation titled “NHK’s Disaster Broadcast,” followed by
active discussions among the participants.

3. Mr. Futori explained in his presentation the roles played, activities conducted and
measures taken by NHK as well as the institutionalized mechanisms for promptly
broadcasting the news in the event of natural disasters such as earthquakes and
tsunamis, using a number of video footages of news programs which had been
actually broadcasted. He emphasized the importance to pass down to the next
generation about the horrors of the natural disasters.

4. The Dean and not a few participants showed their appreciation to Mr. Futori for his
highly informative and interesting presentation and to the Embassy of Japan for its
initiative to organize this seminar. Some participants expressed their expectations
that this kind of exchange programs would be continuously held as well as their
hope that the state-of-the-art media and information technology would contribute
to cultivate a new generation of young Iragis who would be well-informed of the
situations in the world.

5. The Embassy of Japan believes that the seminar was a good opportunity to provide
Iraqi people with useful information on the roles and technologies of media and
promote the friendship between Japan and Iraq.
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