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Japan’s Humanitarian Assistance in lraq

to Internally Displaced Persons and Returnees

Financial Contribution
through United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)

Recently, the Government of Japan decided to extend financial contribution of
200 million yen, about 2.1 million US dollars, through the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) for humanitarian assistance to Iraqgi internally
displaced persons and returnees.

In Iraq, there are said to be about 1.55 million internally displaced persons and
about 229 thousand Iraqi refugees registered in neighboring countries caused by the
serious security situation. Many of these people live in dire need of help, while lacking
basic need for living.

This recently decided financial contribution through UNHCR is aimed at improving
the living conditions of Iraqgi internally displaced persons and returnees, who are
suffering from poverty and lack of access to social services.

The Government of Japan has been consistently supporting Iraq’s reconstruction
by a variety of means including steadily carrying out the pledge made at the
International Donors’ Conference on the Reconstruction of Iraq held in Madrid 2003 to
provide assistance of five billion US dollars to Iraq and taking various kinds of human
resource development measures.

Japan’s assistance to Iraq has covered a broad range of the areas in need. While
Japan has provided a volume of assistance to Iraq, as is often highlighted, for improving
infrastructure as a basis to promote economic growth in Iraq, Japan has continuously
addressed humanitarian needs as well. As a part of the aforementioned pledge, Japan
contributed 13.5 million US dollars in 2007 to support the activities of UNHCR for Iraqi
internally displaced persons and refugees in neighboring countries.

The Government of Japan will continue its proactive support for the
reconstruction of Iraq in cooperation with the international community.
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