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Ambassador of Japan visited Thi Qar Province to further deepen the relationship

On April 29, 2010, H.E. Mr. Shoji Ogawa, Ambassador of Japan to Iraq, visited Nasiriya
City of Thi Qar Province, and discussed and exchanged views on various issues of mutual
interest to enhance the relationship between Japan and Thi Qar Province with H.E. Mr.
Taleb Al-hassan, Thi-Qar Governor and distinguished members of the Provincial Council,
including H.E. Mr. Qusay Omar Al Abadi, Chairman of the Council.

In the meeting with H.E. Governor Taleb Al-hassan, Ambassador Ogawa expressed his
willingness to expand the cooperation with Thi Qar Province, while touching upon 1)
economic cooperation projects in the Province implemented so far such as emergency
grant assistance for rehabilitating Nasiriya Hospital and Japanese Official Development
Assistance Loans in the fields of irrigation and electricity, and 2) the development of
Gharaf Qil Fields by the consortium of Japanese JAPEX and Malaysian PETRONAS.

H.E. Governor Taleb Al-hassan showed his deep appreciation for the economic
cooperation provided by the Government of Japan in the Province up to now, and his
expectation for further cooperation including that in the health sector. While welcoming
the participation of the Japanese oil company in the development of Gharaf Qil Fields,
H.E. Governor also expressed his strong desire for Japanese companies to engage in
more business in the Province, including the participation in the development of
Nasiriya Oil Fields.

Both parties shared determination to continue constructive dialogues for further
deepening the cooperative relationship.

(END)
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