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Ambassador Shoji Ogawa’s Met with Iraqi Political Leaders to Exchange Views
on the Bi-lateral Relation and the Political Situation in Iraq

Recently, H.E. Mr. Shoji Ogawa, Ambassador of Japan to the Republic of Iraq, met with
Iraqi political leaders from a wide range of political blocks, including Dr. Adel Abdul
Mahdi, Vice President, Dr. Rafe Al-Essawi, Deputy Prime Minister, Mr. Saied Ammar
Hakim, Head of ISCI, and Dr. Nassar Rubai’e, Head of Al-Sadr Bloc in the Parliament, to
exchange views on ways to further strengthen the existing bilateral relation as well as
on the current political situation in Irag.

In these meetings, Ambassador Ogawa conveyed to his interlocutors his views which he
acquired through his dialogues with some Japanese leaders in both the governmental
and private sectors that they are very keen on and carefully watching the political
situation in Iraq after the Election of the Council of Representatives in Iraq with an
expectation that Irag will achieve political and security stability in order to further
broaden the bilateral cooperation between Irag and Japan, particularly in the economic
field. He emphasized the importance of prompt formation of a new government and
smooth transition to achieve such political and security stability and to realize the
democratic and stable development of Iraq.

In this regard, Ambassador Ogawa expressed his strong hope that a new government
which reflects the will of all Iragis will be formed as quickly as possible, while at the
same time, he expressed his concern that some issues which arose after the elections
may unduely delay the political process.

In this context, Ambassador Ogawa strongly encouraged the Iragi political leaders to
accelerate their efforts to overcome such challenges and difficulties so that a new
government will be formed as soon as possible.
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